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Course Grading Scale for AP European History (Total Points Earned): 
 
Classwork-Homework 10-20 points 
Tests  (1 – 3 per quarter) 50-100 points 
Quizzes 15-40 points 
Projects (1 per quarter) 50-100 points 

 
 

Curriculum Map 
 

Overview: AP European History is an introductory college-level European history course. 
Students cultivate their understanding of European history through analyzing historical sources 
and learning to make connections and craft historical arguments as they explore concepts like 
interaction of Europe and the world; economic and commercial developments; cultural and 
intellectual developments; states and other institutions of power; social organization and 
development; national and European identity; and technological and scientific innovation. 
 
Time/Credit for the Course: Full Academic Year; 1 Credit; 1 period per day 
 
Goals:  
 

1. Marking Period One -Overview with time range in days: 45 days 
 Understanding of: 

Unit 1:   Renaissance and Exploration: C. 1450 to c. 1648 (15 days) 

Topic 1.1 Contextualizing Renaissance and Discovery 
● European intellectuals 
● Ecclesiastical and classic authority  
● Inquiry and observation of the natural world 
● Art of the 16th Century: Mannerism and Baroque Art 
● The Renaissance: Artists, Satirists, Patrons, Religious Reformers.  

1.2 & 1.3 Italian Renaissance vs. Northern Renaissance 
● Classic/civic humanism  
● Didactic Christian humanism  

1.4 Printing 
● The growth of vernacular literature 

1.5 New Monarchies 
● Henry VIII 
● Elizabeth I 
● Centralization of the modern state 

1.6 Technological Advances and the Age of Exploration 
● Advances in navigation, cartography, and military technology 



● The rise of mercantilism 
● The spread of Christianity 

 1.7 Rivals on the World Stage 
● Colonization by European powers 

 1.8 Colonial Expansion and Columbian Exchange 
● African coast 
● Expansion of global exchange 

 1.9 The Slave Trade 
 1.10 The Commercial Revolution 

● Commercial and agricultural capitalism 
○ Subsistence Agriculture 
○ The price revolution 

● Population expansion 
● Growth of economic elite 
● Economic and environmental challenges 

 1.11 Causation in the Renaissance and Age of Discovery 
● The works of ancient Greece and Rome 
● Interaction with indigenous populations 
● The struggle with sovereignty 

 
Unit 2:   Age of Reformation: C. 1450 to c. 1648 (15 days) 

Topic 2.1 Contextualizing 16th and 17th Century Challenges and Developments 
● Religious pluralism 
● Medieval social and economic structures  

 2.2 Luther and the Protestant Reformation 
● New interpretations of Christian doctrine and practice 

2.3 Protestant Reformation Continues 
● Development 
● Leading reformers (Luther, Calvin) 

2.4 Wars of Religion 
● States exploit religious conflicts to promote political and economic 

interests 
2.5 The Catholic Reformation 
2.6 16th-Century Society and Politics 

● Hierarchies of class, religion, and gender 
● Debates over female education 

 2.7 Art of the 16th Century: Mannerism and Baroque Art 
 2.8 Causation in the Age of Reformation and the Wars of Religion 

● Increase in state control 
● Population shifts 



 
Unit 3:   Absolutism and Constitutionalism: C.1648 to c.1815 (15 days) 
 
Topic  3.1 Contextualizing State Building 

● Monarchies seek enhanced power 
● Challenges to absolutism  
● Political developments  

○ The Peace of Westphalia in 1648  
○ The Congress of Vienna in 1815 

3.2 The English Civil War and the Glorious Revolution 
● James I, Charles I, and Oliver Cromwell 
● English Bill of Rights 
● Parliamentary Sovereignty  

3.3 Continuities and Changes to Economic Practice and Development 
● Agricultural Revolution 

 3.4 Economic Development and Mercantilism 
● Middle Passage 
● Triangle trade 

3.5 The Dutch Golden Age  
● Revolt against the Habsburg monarchy 

3.6 Balance of Power 
● New patterns of diplomacy 
● Poland’s partition 

 3.7 Absolutist Approaches to Power 
● Louis XIV 
● Peter the Great 

 3.8 Comparison in the Age of Absolutism and Constitutionalism 
 

2. Marking Period Two -Overview with time range in days: 45 days 
Understanding of:  

Unit 4:  Scientific, Philosophical, & Political Developments: C. 1648 to 1815 (15 days) 

Topic  4.1 Contextualizing the Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment 
4.2 The Scientific Revolution 

● Astronomy 
● Anatomical and Medical Discoveries 
● The Scientific Method 
● Alchemy and Astrology 

 4.3 The Enlightenment 
● Philosophes 
● Coffeehouses, Academies, Lending libraries, etc 



● Locke and Rousseau 
● Adam Smith 

 4.4 18th Century Society and Demographics 
● Birth rates and child mortality 
● Agricultural revolution 
● Urbanization 

 4.5 18th Century Culture and Arts 
● Baroque artists and musicians 
● Neoclassicism 

 4.6 Enlightenment and Other Approaches to Power 
● Frederick II of Prussia 
● Joseph II of Austria 
● Prussian and Habsburg rulers 

 4.7 Causation in the Age of the Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment 
● Demographic, environmental, medical, and technological changes 

 

Unit 5:  Conflict, Crisis, & Reaction in the Late 18th Century: C. 1648 to 1815 (15 
days) 

Topic 5.1 Contextualizing 18th-Century States 
● Impact of the French Revolution 

 5.2 The Rise of Global Markets 
● European Sea-power 
● India and the East Indies 

 5.3 Britain’s Ascendancy 
● Britain v. France 

 5.4 The French Revolution 
● Louis XVI 
● Constitutional monarchy 

 5.5 The French Revolution’s Effects 
● Toussaint L’Ouverture 

 5.6 Napoleon’s Rise, Dominance, and Defeat 
 5.7 The Congress of Vienna 
 5.8 Romanticism 

● Religious revival 
● Methodism 

 5.9 Continuity and Change in 18th-Century States 
 
 
 



Unit 6:  Industrialization and Its Effects: C.1815-1914 (15 days) 

Topic 6.1: Contextualizing Industrialization and Its Origins and Effects 
● Mechanization of textile production, iron and steel production, and new 

transportation systems. 
 6.2 The Spread of Industry Throughout Europe 

● Regional Differences in Industrialization 
 6.3 Second Wave Industrialization and Its Effects 

● Bessemer process 
● Mass production 
● Electricity 
● Chemicals 

 6.4 Social Effects of Industrialization 
● Factory Act of 1833 
● Mines Act of 1842 
● Ten Hours Act of 1847 

 6.5 The Concert of Europe and European Conservatism 
● Edmund Burke 
● Joseph de Maistre 
● Klemens von Metternich 

 6.6 Reactions and Revolutions 
● War of Greek Independence 
● The Decembrist revolt in Russia 
● Polish rebellion 
● The July Revolution in France 

 6.7 Ideologies of Change and Reform Movements 
● Liberalism 
● Utopian socialists 
● Marxists 
● Anarchists 

 6.8 19th Century Social Reform 
● Political movements 
● Social organizations 

 6.9 Institutional Responses and Reform 
● Modernizing infrastructure 
● Regulating public health 
● Establishing modern police forces 

 6.10 Causation in the Age of Industrialization 
 

3. Marking Period Three -Overview with time range in days: 45 days 
Understanding of: 
 
Unit 7: 19th-Century Perspectives and Political Developments: C.1815-1914 (15 days) 

Topic 7.1 Contextualizing 19th-Century Perspectives and Political Developments 
 7.2 Nationalism 



● Conservative leaders 
○ Napoleon III, Cavour, and Bismark 

● Austria-Hungary   
 7.3 National Unification and Diplomatic Tensions 

● Bismarck’s alliances 
 7.4 Darwinism, Social Darwinism 
 7.5 The Age of Progress and Modernity 

● Positivism 
● Freudian psychology 

 7.6 New Imperialism: Motivations and Methods 
 7.7 Imperialism’s Global Effects 

● Diplomatic tensions 
● Responses to European imperialism 

 7.8 19th Century Culture and Arts 
● Romantic artists, composers, and writers 
● Realist artists and authors 

 7.9 Causation in 19th Century Perspectives and Political Developments 
 
Unit 8: 20th Century Global Conflicts: C 1914-present (15 days) 

Topic 8.1 Contextualizing 20th Century Global Conflicts 
 8.2 World War I 

● Technological and Scientific Innovation 
● Interaction of Europe and the World 

 8.3 The Russian Revolution and Its Effects 
● Bolshevik takeover 
● Lenin 

 8.4 Versailles Conference and Peace Settlement 
● The League of Nations 

 8.5 Global Economic Crisis 
● The Great Depression 
● 1929 Stock Market Crash 

 8.6 Fascism and Totalitarianism 
● Mussolini 
● Hitler 
● Franco alliance 
● Stalin 

8.7 Europe During the Interwar Period 
● Italian invasion of Ethiopia 
● Annexation of Austria 
● Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact 



 8.8 World War II 
● Axis Powers 
● Winston Churchill 
● Military technologies 

 8.9 The Holocaust 
● Nuremberg Laws 
● Wannsee Conference 
● Auschwitz and other death camps 

 8.10 20th Century Cultural, Intellectual, and Artistic Developments 
● Nuclear weapons and power 
● The “lost generation” 

 8.11 Continuity and Changes in an Age of Global Conflict 
 
Unit 9: Cold War and Contemporary Europe: C. 1914 - Present (15 days) 

Topic  9.1 Contextualizing Cold War and Contemporary Europe 
● Polarized state order 

 9.2 Rebuilding Europe 
● The Marshall Plan 

 9.3 The Cold War 
● The Iron Curtain 
● Proxy Wars 

 9.4 Two Superpowers Emerge 
● NATO 
● The Warsaw Pact 
● De-Stalinization 

 9.5 Postwar Nationalism, Ethnic Conflict, and Atrocities 
● Nationalists vs. Separatists 

 9.6 Contemporary Western Democracies 
● The Welfare State 

 9.7 The Fall of Communism 
● Mikhail Gorbachev 
● The Collapse of the USSR 

 
4. Marking Period Four –Overview with time range in days: 45 days 

Understanding of: 
 
Unit 9: Cold War and Contemporary Europe: C. 1914 - Present (CONTINUED - 15 
days) 

Topic  9.8 20th Century Feminism 
● Simone de Beauvior and Second-wave feminism 
● New modes of managing reproduction 
● Women who attained high political office 

9.9 Decolonization 



● The Principle of National Self-Determination 
 9.10 The European Union 

● The European Economic Community 
● The Maastricht Treaty 
● The Euro 
● Enlargement fatigue 
● Brexit 

 9.11 Migration and Immigration 
● Push-Pull factors 

 9.12 Technology 
● Medical Advancements 
● New communication technologies  

 9.13 Globalization 
● Jihad vs. McWorld 

 9.14 20th and 21st Century Culture, Arts, and Demographic Trends 
● Art, architecture, and musical movements 
● Mass production and new food technologies 

 9.15 Continuity and Change in the 20th and 21st Centuries 
 
Unit 10: AP Euro Exam Review (15 days) 

● Historical thinking skills  
● Writing Skills 

○ Short answer  
○ FRQ  
○ DBQ  

● AP Euro multiple choice practice tests 
● Review activities/games 

 
Unit 11: Post AP Euro Exam Cultural Unit (15 days) 

● European cultural and social history project 
○ Presentations/paper 
○ Culinary dishes 
○ Artistic pieces  
○ Event simulations 

● Community Service Project 
 
Textbooks and Supplemental Resources: 
 

● Primary Textbook: 
o Kagan, Donald, Ozment Steven, et. Al., The Western Heritage Since 1300, AP 

12th edition.  New York: Prentice Hall, 2010. 
 



● Supplemental Resources: 
o Brautigam, Jefferey, PhD. 5 Steps to a 5 – AP European History 2018.  Review 

Guide. New York: McGraw/Hill, 2018. 
o Roberts, Seth A, M.A. Barron’s AP European History Premium, 2020-21-2021, 

10th Edition. New York, NY: Kaplan Inc., 2020. 
o Various related articles from current periodicals (ie: National Geographic, US 

News and World Report, Newsweek, Time, The Economist, Smithsonian, 
Scientific American) 

o http://www.metmuseum.org  
o http://www.bbc.com  
o http://www.collegeboard.org  
o http://www.fordham.edu/halsall  
o http://www.worldhistoryforusall.com  
o http://www.stanford.edu  
o http://www.youtube.com  
o Other websites and newspaper articles will be included as the instructor examines 

and determines the content value of each one respective to the core curriculum. 

 
Curriculum Plan 

 
Units 1-10: AP European History: Course and Exam Description (Attached) 
 

● https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/ap-european-history-course-and-exam-descr
iption.pdf  

 
 
Please note that the scheduling of unit days for Units 11 may be adjusted based on the date of 
the AP European History exam. This provides the opportunity to adequately cover all 
necessary topics and ensure sufficient time for review and exam preparation. 
 
 
Unit 11: After the AP Exam Research Project and Presentation  Time/Days: 25 days 
 
Standards: 

● 8.1.W.A - Evaluate patterns of continuity and change over time, applying the context of 
events. 

● 8.1.W.B - Evaluate the interpretation of historical events and sources, considering the use 
of fact versus opinion, multiple perspectives, and cause and effect relationships. 

● 8.1.W.C - Construct research on a historical topic using a thesis statement and 
demonstrate use of appropriate primary and secondary sources. (Reference RWSL 
Standard 1.8.8 Research) 

● 8.4.W.A - Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, 
and economic development throughout world history. 

http://www.metmuseum.org
http://www.bbc.com
http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall
http://www.worldhistoryforusall.com
http://www.stanford.edu
http://www.youtube.com
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/ap-european-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/ap-european-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf


● 8.4.W.B - Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites that are 
critical to world history. 

● 8.4.W.C - Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 
○ Belief systems and religions 

○ Commerce and industry 

○ Technology 

○ Politics and government 

○ Physical and human geography 

○ Social organization 

 
Objectives: (Students will be able to) 

1. Design, Connect, critique, analyze, create, prove, and apply concepts in European History 
to a research project and presentation.  (DOK - 4) 

 
Core Activities and Corresponding Instructional Methods: 
 

1. Students will select one or more topics or concepts from any of the four AP European 
History course periods and research their chosen historical concept.  Finished products 
could be in the form of a paper, presentation, or other format approved by the instructor.  
All topics must be pre-approved by the instructor.   

Assessments:  
 

● Diagnostic:  
○ Student participation and answers during class discussion after the presentation of 

the project and the completion of activities. 
○ Students' reactions to various topics covered in peer presentations. 

 
● Formative:  

○ Students’ timely and accurate completion of worksheet assignments connected to 
projects and activities. 

○ Students’ accurate completion of classroom activities. 
 

● Summative: 
○ Students’ group or individual presentations.  
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AP Course Development

Enrolling Students:  
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BECOMING AN AP READER

How to Apply
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About the AP European 
History Course
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AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

Course 
Framework





Introduction

commitment to what history teachers, professors, and researchers have 

course: learning to analyze and interpret historical evidence to achieve 

understanding of major developments in European history.

11
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Course Framework 
Components

Overview

The course framework includes 
two essential components:

1   HISTORICAL THINKING SKILLS AND  
REASONING PROCESSES

2  COURSE CONTENT

13
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1 AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

Historical 
Thinking Skills 
and Reasoning 
Processes
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AP HISTORY

Reasoning Processes

Reasoning Process 1 Reasoning Process 2 Reasoning Process 3

Comparison Causation Continuity and Change
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2 AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

Course 
Content

TEACHING EARLIER PERIODS

19
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TOPICS

Units Chronological Period*
Exam 

Weighting

Unit 1: Renaissance and Exploration

c. 1450 – c. 1648

10–15%

Unit 2: Age of Reformation 10–15%

Unit 3: Absolutism and Constitutionalism

c. 1648 – c.1815

10–15%

Unit 4:  
Political Developments

10–15%

Unit 5:  
Late 18th Century

10–15%

Unit 6: 

c. 1815 – c. 1914

10–15%

Unit 7:  19th-Century Perspectives and 
Political Developments

10–15%

Unit 8: 

c. 1914 – present

10–15%

Unit 9: Cold War and Contemporary Europe 10–15%

20
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Themes

21
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Course at  
a Glance

Plan

Teach

Historical thinking skills spiral across units.

1 Developments  

and Processes

2 Sourcing and 

Situation

3 Claims and 

Evidence in 

Sources

4 Contextualization

5 Making 

Connections

6 Argumentation

Themes spiral across units.

INT Interaction of 

Europe and the 

World

ECD Economic and 

Commercial 

Developments

CID Cultural and 

Intellectual 

Developments

SOP States and Other 

Institutions of 

Power

SCD Social Organization 

and Development

NEI National and 

European Identity

TSI Technological 

Innovation

Assess

UNIT 

1
Renaissance 
and Exploration
c. 1450 – c. 1648

~15 10–15%

4

 1.1 Contextualizing 
Renaissance and 
Discovery

CID  1.2 Italian Renaissance

1

CID  1.3 Northern Renaissance

5

TSI  1.4 Printing

1

SOP  1.5 New Monarchies

1

TSI  1.6 Technological 
Advances and the 
Age of Exploration

INT

3

ECD  1.7 Rivals on the  
World Stage3

ECD  1.8 Colonial Expansion 
and Columbian 
Exchange

INT

3

INT  1.9 The Slave Trade

4

ECD  1.10 The Commercial 
RevolutionSCD

3

6

 1.11 Causation in the 
Renaissance and 
Age of Discovery

Personal Progress Check 1 

UNIT 

2
Age of 
Reformation
c. 1450 – c. 1648

~15 10–15%

4

 2.1 Contextualizing 16th- 
and 17th-Century 
Challenges and 
Developments

CID  2.2 Luther and the 
Protestant Reformation3

CID  2.3 Protestant Reform 
Continues1

SOP  2.4 Wars of Religion

6

CID  2.5 The Catholic 
Reformation2

SCD  2.6 16th-Century Society 
and Politics3

CID  2.7 Art of the 16th Century: 
Mannerism and 
Baroque Art5

6

 2.8 Causation in the 
Age of Reformation and 
the Wars of Religion

Personal Progress Check 2 

NOTE:

© 2020 College Board
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UNIT 

3
Absolutism and 
Constitutionalism
c. 1648 – c. 1815

~15 10–15%

4
 3.1 Contextualizing State 

Building 

SOP  3.2 
and the Glorious 
Revolution1

ECD  3.3 Continuities and 
Changes to Economic 
Practice and 
Development

3

ECD  3.4 Economic Development 
and Mercantilism1

SOP  3.5 The Dutch Golden Age

2

SOP  3.6 Balance of Power
TSI

3

SOP  3.7 Absolutist Approaches 
to Power5

6

 3.8 Comparison in the 
Age of Absolutism and 
Constitutionalism

Personal Progress Check 3 

UNIT 

4
Philosophical, 
and Political 
Developments
c. 1648 – c. 1815

~15 10–15%

4

 4.1 Contextualizing the 

and the Enlightenment

TSI  4.2 
Revolution3

SCD  4.3 The Enlightenment
CID

5

SCD  4.4 18th-Century Society 
and Demographics2

CID  4.5 18th-Century Culture 
and Arts4

SOP  4.6 Enlightened and Other 
Approaches to PowerNEI

2

6

 4.7 

Revolution and the 
Enlightenment

Personal Progress Check 4 

UNIT 

5
and Reaction 
in the Late 
18th Century
c. 1648 – c. 1815

~15 10–15%

2
 5.1 Contextualizing  

18th-Century States

ECD  5.2 The Rise of Global 
Markets1

SOP  5.3 Britain’s Ascendency

3

SOP  5.4 The French Revolution

3

SCD  5.5 The French 

6

SOP  5.6 Napoleon’s Rise, 
Dominance, and DefeatNEI

5

SOP  5.7 The Congress of 
Vienna3

CID  5.8 Romanticism

4

5
 5.9 Continuity and Change 

in 18th-Century States

Personal Progress Check 5 

25
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UNIT 

6
Industrialization 

c. 1815 – c. 1914

~15 10–15%

4

 6.1 Contextualizing 
Industrialization and 

ECD  6.2 The Spread of Industry 
Throughout Europe1

TSI  6.3 Second Wave 
Industrialization and ECD

5

SCD  6.4 
Industrialization3

SOP  6.5 The Concert of 
Europe and European 
Conservatism5

SOP  6.6 Reactions and 
Revolutions6

CID  6.7 Ideologies of Change 
and Reform Movements2

SCD  6.8 19th-Century Social 
Reform2

SOP  6.9 Institutional Responses 
and Reform4

5
 6.10 Causation in the Age 

of Industrialization

Personal Progress Check 6 

UNIT 

7
19th-Century 
Perspectives 
and Political 
Developments
c. 1815 – c. 1914

~15 10–15%

4

 7.1 Contextualizing 
19th-Century 
Perspectives and 
Political Developments

NEI  7.2 Nationalism

5

NEI  7.3 
and Diplomatic 
Tensions

SOP

2

TSI  7.4 Darwinism, Social 
Darwinism3

TSI  7.5 The Age of Progress 
and Modernity5

INT  7.6 New Imperialism: 
Motivations and 
Methods

TSI

6

INT  7.7 Imperialism’s Global 

5

CID  7.8 19th-Century Culture 
and Arts2

1

 7.9 Causation in 
19th-Century 
Perspectives and 
Political Developments

Personal Progress Check 7 

UNIT 

8
20th-Century 

c. 1914 – present

~15 10–15%

5

 8.1 Contextualizing 
20th-Century Global 

SOP  8.2 World War I
TSI

INT

4

SOP  8.3 The Russian Revolution 

1

SOP  8.4 Versailles Conference 
and Peace Settlement3

ECD  8.5 Global Economic Crisis

3

SOP  8.6 Fascism and 
TotalitarianismECD

2

SOP  8.7 Europe During the 
Interwar Period5

TSI  8.8 World War II

4

NEI  8.9 

3

CID  8.10 20th-Century Cultural, 
Intellectual, and 
Artistic Developments6

6

 8.11 Continuity and 
Changes in an Age of 

Personal Progress Check 8 

© 2020 College Board
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UNIT 

9
Cold War and 
Contemporary 
Europe
c. 1914 – present

~17 10–15%

4

 9.1 Contextualizing Cold 
War and Contemporary 
Europe

ECD  9.2 Rebuilding Europe

4

INT  9.3 The Cold War

1

ECD  9.4 Two Super Powers 
Emerge

1

NEI  9.5 Postwar Nationalism, 

Atrocities5

ECD  9.6 Contemporary Western 
Democracies

2

SOP  9.7 The Fall of Communism

3

SCD  9.8 20th-Century Feminism

3

INT  9.9 Decolonization

6

ECD  9.10 The European Union

NEI

3

SCD  9.11 Migration and 
Immigration

5

TSI  9.12 Technology

5

TSI  9.13 Globalization

2

CID  9.14 20th- and 21st-Century 
Culture, Arts, and 
Demographic Trends3

6

 9.15 Continuity and Change 
in the 20th and 
21st Centuries

Personal Progress Check 9 

27
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AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

Unit 
Guides

Introduction

2929
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Using the Unit Guides

% ~15

UNIT AT A GLANCE

T
h

em
at

ic
 

Fo
cu

s

Topic
Reasoning 
Process Suggested Skill

Class Periods

~15 

1.1  Contextualizing 
Renaissance and 
Discovery

4.A

C
ID

1.2  Italian Renaissance 1.A

1.3  Northern Renaissance 5.A

T
S

I 1.4  Printing 1.B

S
O

P 1.5  New Monarchies 1.A

T
S

I, 
IN

T

1.6  Technological Advances  
and the Age of 
Exploration

3.A

E
C

D 1.7  Rivals on the World 
Stage

3.A

E
C

D
, 

IN
T 1.8  Colonial Expansion and 

Columbian Exchange

3.B

Renaissance and Exploration
c. 1450 to c. 1648

UNIT

1

Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Topic Sample Activity

1

2

3

4

Unit Planning Notes
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Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

UNIT

1

Required Course Content 

TOPIC 1.10

The Commercial 
Revolution

SUGGESTED SKILL

Claims and Evidence 
in Sources

3.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCE

THEMATIC FOCUS
ECD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 1: Learning Objective M

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-1.4.I.A

Renaissance and Exploration

TOPIC 1.1

Contextualizing 
Renaissance and 
Discovery

Required Content

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 1: Learning Objective A

PREVIEW: UNIT 1 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-1.1

KC-1.1.I

KC-1.1.III

KC-1.3

KC-1.3.I

SUGGESTED SKILL

Contextualization

4.A

FIRST AND FINAL TOPIC PAGES IN EACH UNIT

Using the Unit Guides

TOPIC PAGES

32
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AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

UNIT 1

Renaissance 
and Exploration
c. 1450 to c. 1648

10–15%

~15

3333
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Personal Progress Check 1 

Multiple-choice: ~20 questions 
Short-answer: 2 questions

Free-response: 1 question

34
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UNIT AT A GLANCE

T
he

m
at

ic
 

Fo
cu

s

Topic
Reasoning 
Process Suggested Skill

Class Periods

~15 

1.1  Contextualizing 
Renaissance and 
Discovery

4.A

C
ID

1.2  Italian Renaissance 1.A

1.3  Northern Renaissance 5.A

T
S

I 1.4  Printing 1.B

S
O

P 1.5  New Monarchies 1.A

T
S

I, 
IN

T

1.6  Technological Advances  
and the Age of 
Exploration

3.A

EC
D 1.7  Rivals on the World 

Stage

3.A

EC
D

, 
IN

T 1.8  Colonial Expansion and 
Columbian Exchange

3.B

Renaissance and Exploration
c. 1450 to c. 1648

% ~15
UNIT

1

35
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Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

UNIT AT A GLANCE 

T
he

m
at

ic
 

Fo
cu

s

Topic
Reasoning 
Process Suggested Skill

Class Periods

~15 

IN
T 1.9  The Slave Trade 4.A

EC
D

, 
S

C
D 1.10  The Commercial 

Revolution

3.B

1.11  Causation in the 
Renaissance and 
Age of Discovery

6.A

Go to AP Classroom to assign the Personal Progress Check for Unit 1.
Review the results in class to identify and address any student misunderstandings.
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Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Topic Sample Activity

1

2

3

4

Unit Planning Notes

37
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Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

TOPIC 1.1

Contextualizing 
Renaissance and 
Discovery

Required Content

LEARNING OBJECTIVE PREVIEW: UNIT 1 KEY CONCEPTS
Unit 1: Learning Objective A KC-1.1

KC-1.1.I

KC-1.1.III

KC-1.3

KC-1.3.I

SUGGESTED SKILL

Contextualization

4.A

38
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Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 1: Learning Objective A

PREVIEW: UNIT 1 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-1.4

KC-1.4.I

KC-1.4.II

KC-1.5

KC-1.5.I

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 1: Learning Objective A

39
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Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

TOPIC 1.2

Italian Renaissance

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
CID

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 1: Learning Objective B KC-1.1.I.A

Unit 1: Learning Objective C KC-1.1.I.B

KC-1.1.I.C

SUGGESTED SKILL

Developments and 
Processes

1.A

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCES

40
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Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1
AVAILABLE RESOURCES 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 1: Learning Objective C

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-1.1.III.A

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 1: Learning Objective C

41

© 2020 College Board



Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

TOPIC 1.3

Northern Renaissance

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
CID

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 1: Learning Objective D KC-1.1.III.B

KC-1.2.I.A

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.A

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCE

42
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Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

TOPIC 1.4

Printing

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
TSI

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 1: Learning Objective E KC-1.1.II

KC-1.1.II.A

SUGGESTED SKILL

Developments and 
Processes

1.B

43
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Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

TOPIC 1.5

New Monarchies

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 1: Learning Objective F KC-1.2.II.A

KC-1.5.I.A

KC-1.5.I.C

KC-1.5.I.D

SUGGESTED SKILL

Developments and 
Processes

1.A

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCE

44
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Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

TOPIC 1.6

Technological 
Advances and the 
Age of Exploration

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
TSI

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 1: Learning Objective G KC-1.3.II

THEMATIC FOCUS
INT

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 1: Learning Objective H KC-1.3.I.A

KC-1.3.I.B

SUGGESTED SKILL

Claims and Evidence 
in Sources

3.A

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-1.3.I.C

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 1: Learning Objective H

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 1: Learning Objective H

46
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Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

TOPIC 1.7

Rivals on the 
World Stage

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
ECD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 1: Learning Objective I KC-1.3.III

KC-1.3.III.B

KC-1.3.III.C

KC-1.3.III.D

SUGGESTED SKILL

Claims and Evidence 
in Sources

3.A

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCE

47
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Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

TOPIC 1.8

Colonial Expansion 
and Columbian 
Exchange

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
ECD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 1: Learning Objective J KC-1.3.III.A

KC-1.3.IV.

KC-1.3.IV.A

KC-1.3.IV.B.

SUGGESTED SKILL

Claims and Evidence 
in Sources

3.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCES

48

© 2020 College Board



Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

THEMATIC FOCUS
INT

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 1: Learning Objective K KC-1.3.IV.

KC-1.3.IV.B.

49
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Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

TOPIC 1.9

The Slave Trade

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
INT

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 1: Learning Objective L KC-1.3.IV.C

SUGGESTED SKILL

Contextualization

4.A

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

50
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Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

TOPIC 1.10

The Commercial 
Revolution

Required Course Content 

Renaissance and Exploration

THEMATIC FOCUS
ECD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 1: Learning Objective M KC-1.4.I.A

SUGGESTED SKILL

Claims and Evidence 
in Sources

3.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCE

51
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Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 1: Learning Objective M

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-1.4.II

KC-1.4.II.A

KC-1.4.II.B

KC-1.4.III.A

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 1: Learning Objective M

52
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Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

THEMATIC FOCUS
SCD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 1: Learning Objective N KC-1.4.I

KC-1.4.I.B

KC-1.4.II.C

KC-1.4.II.D

KC-1.4.III.B

KC-1.4.IV.C

53
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Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

TOPIC 1.11

Causation in the 
Renaissance and 
Age of Discovery

Required Course Content

LEARNING OBJECTIVE REVIEW: UNIT 1 KEY CONCEPTS

Unit 1: Learning Objective O KC-1.1

KC-1.1.I

KC-1.1.III

KC-1.3

KC-1.3.I

SUGGESTED SKILL

Argumentation

6.A

54
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Renaissance and Exploration
UNIT

1

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 1: Learning Objective O

REVIEW: UNIT 1 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-1.4

KC-1.4.I

KC-1.4.II

KC-1.5

KC-1.5.I

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 1: Learning Objective O

55
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AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

UNIT  2

Age of 
Reformation
c. 1450 to c. 1648

10–15%

~15

5757
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Personal Progress Check 2 

Multiple-choice: ~15 questions 
Short-answer: 2 questions

Free-response: 1 question
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Age of Reformation

UNIT AT A GLANCE

T
he

m
at

ic
 

Fo
cu

s

Topic
Reasoning 
Process Suggested Skill

Class Periods

~15 

2.1  Contextualizing 16th- 
and 17th-Century 
Challenges and 
Developments

4.A

C
ID

2.2  Luther and the 
Protestant Reformation

3.B

2.3  Protestant Reform 
Continues

1.B

S
O

P 2.4 Wars of Religion 6.A

C
ID

2.5  The Catholic 
Reformation

2.A

S
C

D 2.6  16th-Century Society 
and Politics

5.A

c. 1450 to c. 1648

% ~15
UNIT

2

59
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Age of Reformation
UNIT

2
T

he
m

at
ic

 
Fo

cu
s

Topic
Reasoning 
Process Suggested Skill

Class Periods

~15 

C
ID

2.7  Art of the 16th Century: 
Mannerism and  
Baroque Art

5.A

2.8  Causation in the Age of 
Reformation and the  
Wars of Religion

6.B

Go to AP Classroom to assign the Personal Progress Check for Unit 2.
Review the results in class to identify and address any student misunderstandings.

UNIT AT A GLANCE 

60
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Age of Reformation
UNIT

2

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Topic Sample Activity

1

2

3

4

Unit Planning Notes
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Age of Reformation
UNIT

2

TOPIC 2.1

Contextualizing 16th- 
and 17th-Century 
Challenges and 
Developments

Required Course Content

LEARNING OBJECTIVE PREVIEW: UNIT 2 KEY CONCEPTS
Unit 2: Learning Objective A KC-1.2

KC-1.2.I

KC-1.2.II

KC-1.2.III

SUGGESTED SKILL

Contextualization

4.A

AVAILABLE RESOURCES

62
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Age of Reformation
UNIT

2

PREVIEW: UNIT 2 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-1.4

KC-1.4.III

KC-1.4.IV

KC-1.4.V

KC-1.5

KC-1.5.I

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 2: Learning Objective A

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 2: Learning Objective A
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Age of Reformation
UNIT

2

TOPIC 2.2

Luther and the 
Protestant Reformation

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
CID

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 2: Learning Objective B KC-1.2.I.B

KC-1.2.I.C

SUGGESTED SKILL

Claims and Evidence 
in Sources

3.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

64
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Age of Reformation
UNIT

2

TOPIC 2.3

Protestant Reform 
Continues

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
CID

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 2: Learning Objective B KC-1.1.II.B

KC-1.2.II.B

KC-1.2.II.C

SUGGESTED SKILL

Developments and 
Processes

1.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

65
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Age of Reformation
UNIT

2

TOPIC 2.4

Wars of Religion

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 2: Learning Objective C KC-1.2.III.A

KC-1.2.III.B

KC-1.2.III.C

KC-1.2.III.D

KC-1.5.I.B

SUGGESTED SKILL

Argumentation

6.A

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCES

66
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Age of Reformation
UNIT

2

TOPIC 2.5

The Catholic 
Reformation

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
CID

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 2: Learning Objective D KC-1.2.I.D

SUGGESTED SKILL

Sourcing and 
Situation

2.A

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

67
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Age of Reformation
UNIT

2

TOPIC 2.6

16th-Century Society 
and Politics

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SCD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 2: Learning Objective E KC-1.4.I.C

KC-1.4.IV.A

KC-1.4.IV.B

KC-1.4.III.C

KC-1.4.V.A

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.A

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

68
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Age of Reformation
UNIT

2

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 2: Learning Objective E

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-1.4.V.B

KC-1.4.V.C

AVAILABLE RESOURCES

Querelle des Femmes:

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 2: Learning Objective E
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Age of Reformation
UNIT

2

TOPIC 2.7

Art of the 16th Century: 
Mannerism and 
Baroque Art

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
CID

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 2: Learning Objective F KC-1.1.III.C

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.A

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCE

70
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Age of Reformation
UNIT

2

TOPIC 2.8

Causation in the Age 
of Reformation and 
the Wars of Religion

Required Course Content 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE REVIEW: UNIT 2 KEY CONCEPTS
Unit 2: Learning Objective G KC-1.2

KC-1.2.I

KC-1.2.II

KC-1.2.III

SUGGESTED SKILL

Argumentation

6.B
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Age of Reformation
UNIT

2

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 2: Learning Objective G

REVIEW: UNIT 2 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-1.4

KC-1.4.III

KC-1.4.IV

KC-1.4.V

KC-1.5

KC-1.5.I

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 2: Learning Objective G
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AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

UNIT  3

Absolutism and 
Constitutionalism
c. 1648 to c. 1815

10–15%

~15

7373
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Personal Progress Check 3 

Multiple-choice: ~20 questions 
Short-answer: 2 questions

Free-response: 1 question
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Absolutism and 
Constitutionalism

UNIT AT A GLANCE

T
he

m
at

ic
 

Fo
cu

s

Topic
Reasoning 
Process Suggested Skill

Class Periods

~15 

3.1  Contextualizing 
State Building

4.A

S
O

P 3.2  
and the Glorious 
Revolution

1.B

EC
D

3.3  Continuities and 
Changes to Economic 
Practice and 
Development

5.A

3.4  Economic Development 
and Mercantilism

1.B

S
O

P 3.5 The Dutch Golden Age 2.B

S
O

P,
 

T
S

I 3.6 Balance of Power 3.A

c. 1648 to c. 1815

% ~15
UNIT

3
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Absolutism and Constitutionalism
UNIT

3
T

he
m

at
ic

 
Fo

cu
s

Topic
Reasoning 
Process Suggested Skill

Class Periods

~15 

S
O

P 3.7  Absolutist Approaches 
to Power

5.A

3.8  Comparison in the 
Age of Absolutism and 
Constitutionalism

6.B

Go to AP Classroom to assign the Personal Progress Check for Unit 3.
Review the results in class to identify and address any student misunderstandings.

UNIT AT A GLANCE 
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Absolutism and Constitutionalism
UNIT

3

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Topic Sample Activity

1

2

3

4

Unit Planning Notes
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Absolutism and Constitutionalism
UNIT

3

TOPIC 3.1

Contextualizing 
State Building

Required Course Content

LEARNING OBJECTIVE PREVIEW: UNIT 3 KEY CONCEPTS
Unit 3: Learning Objective A KC-1.5

KC-1.5.I

KC-1.5.III

SUGGESTED SKILL

Contextualization

4.A

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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Absolutism and Constitutionalism
UNIT

3

PREVIEW: UNIT 3 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-1.5.III.B

KC-1.5.III.C

KC-2.1

KC-2.1.I

KC-2.1.II

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 3: Learning Objective A

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 3: Learning Objective A
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Absolutism and Constitutionalism
UNIT

3

TOPIC 3.2

The English Civil War 
and the Glorious 
Revolution

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 3: Learning Objective B KC-1.5.III.A

KC-2.1.II.A

SUGGESTED SKILL

Developments and 
Processes

1.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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Absolutism and Constitutionalism
UNIT

3

TOPIC 3.3

Continuities and  
Changes to  
Economic Practice 
and Development

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
ECD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 3: Learning Objective C KC-2.2.I.B

KC-2.2.II.D

KC-2.2.I.A

KC-2.2.I.C

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.A

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
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Absolutism and Constitutionalism
UNIT

3

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-2.2.I.D

KC-2.2.I

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 3: Learning Objective C

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 3: Learning Objective C
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Absolutism and Constitutionalism
UNIT

3

TOPIC 3.4

Economic 
Development and 
Mercantilism

Required Course Content 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 3: Learning Objective C KC-2.2.II

KC-2.2.II.A

KC-2.2.II.B

KC-2.2.II.C

KC-2.2.II.D

KC-2.2.II.E

SUGGESTED SKILL

Developments and 
Processes

1.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCE

THEMATIC FOCUS
ECD
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Absolutism and Constitutionalism
UNIT

3

TOPIC 3.5

The Dutch Golden Age

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 3: Learning Objective D KC-2.1.II.B

SUGGESTED SKILL

Sourcing and 
Situation

2.B
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Absolutism and Constitutionalism
UNIT

3

TOPIC 3.6

Balance of Power

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 3: Learning Objective E KC-1.5.II

KC-1.5.II.A

KC-2.1.I.D

SUGGESTED SKILL

Claims and Evidence 
in Sources

3.A

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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Absolutism and Constitutionalism
UNIT

3

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 3: Learning Objective E

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-2.1.III

KC-2.1.III.B

KC-2.1.III.C

THEMATIC FOCUS
TSI

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 3: Learning Objective F KC-1.5.II.B

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 3: Learning Objective E
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Absolutism and Constitutionalism
UNIT

3

TOPIC 3.7

Absolutist Approaches 
to Power

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 3: Learning Objective G KC-2.1.I.A

KC-2.1.I.B

KC-2.1.I.E

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.A

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
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Absolutism and Constitutionalism
UNIT

3

TOPIC 3.8

Comparison in the 
Age of Absolutism and 
Constitutionalism

Required Course Content 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE REVIEW: UNIT 3 KEY CONCEPTS
Unit 3: Learning Objective H KC-1.5

KC-1.5.I

KC-1.5.III

KC-1.5.III.B

KC-1.5.III.C

SUGGESTED SKILL

Argumentation

6.B
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Absolutism and Constitutionalism
UNIT

3

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 3: Learning Objective H 

REVIEW: UNIT 3 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-2.1

KC-2.1.I

KC-2.1.II

KC-2.2

KC-2.2.I

KC-2.2.II

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 3: Learning Objective H 
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AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

UNIT  4

Scientific, 
Philosophical, 
and Political 
Developments
c. 1648 to c. 1815

10–15%

~15

9191

© 2020 College Board



Personal Progress Check 4 

Multiple-choice: ~15 questions 
Short-answer: 2 questions

Free-response: 1 question
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UNIT AT A GLANCE

T
he

m
at

ic
 

Fo
cu

s

Topic
Reasoning 
Process Suggested Skill

Class Periods

~15 

4.1  Contextualizing the 

the Enlightenment

4.A

T
S

I 4.2  The Scientific 
Revolution

3.D

S
C

D
,  

C
ID

4.3 The Enlightenment 5.B

S
C

D 4.4  18th-Century Society 
and Demographics

4.B

C
ID

4.5  18th-Century Culture 
and Arts

4.A

S
O

P,
  

N
E

I 4.6  Enlightened and Other 
Approaches to Power

2.B

4.7  Causation in the Age of 
the Scientific Revolution 
and the Enlightenment

6.C

Go to AP Classroom to assign the Personal Progress Check for Unit 4.
Review the results in class to identify and address any student misunderstandings.

Scientific, Philosophical, and 
Political Developments
c. 1648 to c. 1815

UNIT

4 % ~15
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UNIT

4

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Topic Sample Activity

1

2

3

4

Unit Planning Notes  
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UNIT

4

TOPIC 4.1

Contextualizing the 

and the Enlightenment

Required Course Content

LEARNING OBJECTIVE PREVIEW: UNIT 4 KEY CONCEPTS
Unit 4: Learning Objective A KC-1.1

KC-1.1.IV

SUGGESTED SKILL

Contextualization

4.A
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UNIT

4

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 4: Learning Objective A

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 4: Learning Objective A

PREVIEW: UNIT 4 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-2.3

KC-2.3.I

KC-2.3.II

KC-2.3.III

KC-2.3.IV

KC-2.4

KC-2.4.III
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UNIT

4

TOPIC 4.2

The Scientific 
Revolution

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
TSI

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 4: Learning Objective B KC-1.1.IV.A

KC-1.1.IV.B

KC-1.1.IV.C

KC-1.1.IV.D

SUGGESTED SKILL

Claims and Evidence 
in Sources

3.D

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCE
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UNIT

4

TOPIC 4.3

The Enlightenment

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SCD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 4: Learning Objective C KC-2.3.I.A

KC-2.3.I.B

KC-2.3.I.C

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCE
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UNIT

4

THEMATIC FOCUS
CID

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 4: Learning Objective D KC-2.3.II.A

KC-2.3.III.A

KC-2.3.III.B

KC-2.3.I

KC-2.3.IV.A 

KC-2.3.IV.B
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UNIT

4

TOPIC 4.4

18th-Century Society 
and Demographics

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SCD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 4: Learning Objective E KC-2.4.I

KC-2.4.I.A

KC-2.4.I.B

KC-2.4.III.A

SUGGESTED SKILL

Contextualization

4.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCES

Arrivistes

100

© 2020 College Board



UNIT

4
AVAILABLE RESOURCES 

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-2.4.III.B

KC-2.4.IV

KC-2.4.IV.A

KC-2.4.IV.B

KC-2.4.IV.C

Harlot’s Progress

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 4: Learning Objective E

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 4: Learning Objective E
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UNIT

4

TOPIC 4.5

18th-Century 
Culture and Arts

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
CID

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 4: Learning Objective F KC-2.3.II.B

KC-2.3.II.C

SUGGESTED SKILL

Contextualization

4.A

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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UNIT

4
ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES 

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-2.3.V

KC-2.3.V.A

KC-2.3.V.B

KC-2.4.II

AVAILABLE RESOURCES

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 4: Learning Objective F

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 4: Learning Objective F
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UNIT

4

TOPIC 4.6

Enlightened and Other 
Approaches to Power

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 4: Learning Objective G KC-2.1.I.C

KC-2.3.IV.C

THEMATIC FOCUS
NEI

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 4: Learning Objective H KC-2.1.III.A

SUGGESTED SKILL

Sourcing and 
Situation

2.B 

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCE
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UNIT

4

TOPIC 4.7

Causation in the Age of 

and the Enlightenment

Required Course Content

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 4: Learning Objective I

REVIEW: UNIT 4 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-1.1

KC-1.1.IV

SUGGESTED SKILL

Argumentation

6.C
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UNIT

4

REVIEW: UNIT 4 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-2.3

KC-2.3.I

KC-2.3.II

KC-2.3.III

KC-2.3.IV

KC-2.4

KC-2.4.III

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 4: Learning Objective I

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 4: Learning Objective I
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AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

UNIT 5  

and Reaction 
in the Late 
18th Century
c. 1648 to c. 1815

10–15%

~15

107107
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Personal Progress Check 5 

Multiple-choice: ~20 questions 
Short-answer: 2 questions

Free-response: 1 question
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UNIT AT A GLANCE

T
he

m
at

ic
 

Fo
cu

s Class Periods
Reasoning 
ProcessTopic Suggested Skill ~15 

5.1  Contextualizing  
18th-Century States

4.B

EC
D 5.2  The Rise of Global 

Markets

1.B

S
O

P

5.3 Britain’s Ascendency 5.A

5.4 The French Revolution 3.C

S
C

D 5.5  The French Revolution’s 6.C

S
O

P,
  

N
E

I

5.6  Napoleon’s Rise, 
Dominance, and Defeat

5.B

the Late 18th Century
c. 1648 to c. 1815

UNIT

5 % ~15
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UNIT

5
T

he
m

at
ic

 
Fo

cu
s

Topic
Reasoning 
Process Suggested Skill

Class Periods

~15 

S
O

P 5.7 The Congress of Vienna 3.D

C
ID

5.8 Romanticism 4.B

5.9  Continuity and Change 
in 18th-Century States

5.A

Go to AP Classroom to assign the Personal Progress Check for Unit 5.
Review the results in class to identify and address any student misunderstandings.

UNIT AT A GLANCE 
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UNIT

5

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Topic Sample Activity

1

2

3

4

Unit Planning Notes  
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UNIT

5

TOPIC 5.1

Contextualizing  
18th-Century States

Required Course Content

LEARNING OBJECTIVE PREVIEW: UNIT 5 KEY CONCEPTS
Unit 5: Learning Objective A KC-2.1

KC-2.1.IV

KC-2.1.V

SUGGESTED SKILL

Contextualization

4.B
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UNIT

5

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 5: Learning Objective A

PREVIEW: UNIT 5 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-2.2

KC-2.2.III

KC-2.3

KC-2.3.VI

KC-2.3.VI.D

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 5: Learning Objective A
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UNIT

5

TOPIC 5.2

The Rise of 
Global Markets

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
ECD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 5: Learning Objective B KC-2.2

KC-2.2.III

KC-2.2.III.A

KC-2.2.III.B

SUGGESTED SKILL

Developments and 
Processes

1.B
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UNIT

5

TOPIC 5.3

Britain’s Ascendency

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 5: Learning Objective C KC-2.1.III.D

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.A

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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UNIT

5

TOPIC 5.4

The French Revolution

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 5: Learning Objective D KC-2.1.IV.A

KC-2.1.IV.B

KC-2.1.IV.C

KC-2.1.IV.D

SUGGESTED SKILL

Claims and Evidence 
in Sources

3.C

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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UNIT

5

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 5: Learning Objective D

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-2.1.IV.E

AVAILABLE RESOURCES

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 5: Learning Objective D
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UNIT

5

TOPIC 5.5

The French 

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SCD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 5: Learning Objective E KC-2.1.IV.F

KC-2.1.IV.G

SUGGESTED SKILL

Argumentation

6.C

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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UNIT

5

TOPIC 5.6

Napoleon’s Rise, 
Dominance, and Defeat

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 5: Learning Objective F KC-2.1.V.A

KC-2.1.V.B

THEMATIC FOCUS
NEI

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 5: Learning Objective G KC-2.1.V.C

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCE
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UNIT

5

TOPIC 5.7

The Congress 
of Vienna

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 5: Learning Objective H KC-2.1.V.D

SUGGESTED SKILL

Claims and Evidence 
in Sources

3.D

AVAILABLE RESOURCE
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UNIT

5

TOPIC 5.8

Romanticism

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
CID

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 5: Learning Objective I KC-2.3.VI.A

KC-2.3.VI.B

KC-2.3.VI.C

KC-2.3.VI.D 

SUGGESTED SKILL

Contextualization

4.B
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UNIT

5

TOPIC 5.9

Continuity and Change 
in 18th-Century States

Required Course Content

LEARNING OBJECTIVE REVIEW: UNIT 5 KEY CONCEPTS
Unit 5: Learning Objective J KC-2.1

KC-2.1.IV

KC-2.1.V

KC-2.2

KC-2.2.III

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.A
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UNIT

5

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 5: Learning Objective J

REVIEW: UNIT 5 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-2.3

KC-2.3.VI

KC-2.3.VI.D

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 5: Learning Objective J
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AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

UNIT  6

Industrialization 

c. 1815 to c. 1914

10–15%

~15

125125
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Personal Progress Check 6 

Multiple-choice: ~25 questions 
Short-answer: 2 questions

Free-response: 1 question
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UNIT AT A GLANCE

T
he

m
at

ic
 

Fo
cu

s

Topic
Reasoning 
Process Suggested Skill

Class Periods

~15 

6.1  Contextualizing 
Industrialization and Its 

4.B

EC
D 6.2  The Spread of Industry 

Throughout Europe

1.B

T
S

I, 
 

EC
D 6.3  Second Wave 

Industrialization and 

5.A

S
C

D 6.4  
of Industrialization

3.C

S
O

P

6.5  The Concert of 
Europe and European 
Conservatism

5.B

Industrialization  

c. 1815 to c. 1914

UNIT

6 % ~15
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UNIT

6
T

he
m

at
ic

 
Fo

cu
s

Topic
Reasoning 
Process Suggested Skill

Class Periods

~15 

S
O

P

6.6  Reactions and 
Revolutions

6.D

C
ID

6.7  Ideologies of Change 
and Reform Movements

4.B

S
C

D 6.8  19th-Century 
Social Reform

2.B

S
O

P 6.9  Institutional Responses 
and Reform

4.B

6.10  Causation in the Age 
of Industrialization

5.B

Go to AP Classroom to assign the Personal Progress Check for Unit 6.
Review the results in class to identify and address any student misunderstandings.

UNIT AT A GLANCE 

128
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UNIT

6

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Topic Sample Activity

1

2

3

4

Unit Planning Notes  

129

© 2020 College Board



UNIT

6

TOPIC 6.1

Contextualizing 
Industrialization and 

Required Course Content

LEARNING OBJECTIVE PREVIEW: UNIT 6 KEY CONCEPTS
Unit 6: Learning Objective A KC-3.1

KC-3.1.I

KC-3.1.II

SUGGESTED SKILL

Contextualization

4.B
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UNIT

6

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 6: Learning Objective A

PREVIEW: UNIT 6 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-3.2

KC-3.2.I

KC-3.2.II

KC-3.2.III

KC-3.3

KC-3.3.I

KC-3.3.II

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 6: Learning Objective A
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UNIT

6

TOPIC 6.2

The Spread of Industry 
Throughout Europe

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
ECD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 6: Learning Objective B KC-3.1.I.A

KC-3.1.I

KC-3.1.I.B

KC-3.1.I.C

KC-3.1.II.A

SUGGESTED SKILL

Developments and 
Processes

1.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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UNIT

6

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 6: Learning Objective B

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-3.1.II.C

KC-3.2.V

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 6: Learning Objective B
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UNIT

6

TOPIC 6.3

Second Wave 
Industrialization 

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
TSI

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 6: Learning Objective C KC-3.1.III.A

KC-3.1.III.B

KC-3.2.IV.B

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.A

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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UNIT

6
ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES 

THEMATIC FOCUS
ECD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 6: Learning Objective D

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-3.1.III

KC-3.1.III.C

KC-3.2.II.A

KC-3.2.IV

KC-3.2.IV.A

KC-3.2.IV.A
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UNIT

6

TOPIC 6.4

Industrialization

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SCD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 6: Learning Objective E KC-3.2.I.A

KC-3.2.I.B

KC-3.2.I.C

KC-3.2.II.B

SUGGESTED SKILL

Claims and Evidence 
in Sources

3.C

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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UNIT

6

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 6: Learning Objective E

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-3.2.III.A

KC-3.2.III.B

KC-3.2.III.C

KC-3.2.III.D

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 6: Learning Objective E
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UNIT

6

TOPIC 6.5

The Concert of 
Europe and European 
Conservatism

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 6: Learning Objective F KC-3.3.I.C

KC-3.4.I

KC-3.4.I.A

KC-3.4.I.B

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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UNIT

6

TOPIC 6.6

Reactions and 
Revolutions

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 6: Learning Objective G KC-3.4.I.C

KC-3.4.I.D

KC-3.4.II.D

SUGGESTED SKILL

Argumentation

6.D

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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UNIT

6

TOPIC 6.7

Ideologies of Change 
and Reform Movements

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
CID

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 6: Learning Objective H KC-3.3.I.A

KC-3.3.I.B

KC-3.3.I.D

KC-3.6.II.C

KC-3.3.I.E

SUGGESTED SKILL

Contextualization

4.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
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UNIT

6

TOPIC 6.8

19th-Century 
Social Reform 

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SCD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 6: Learning Objective I

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-3.3.III

KC-3.3.III.A

KC-3.3.III.B

KC-3.3.III.C

KC-3.3.III.D

SUGGESTED SKILL

Sourcing and 
Situation

2.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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UNIT

6

TOPIC 6.9

Institutional 
Responses and Reform

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 6: Learning Objective J KC-3.3.II.A

KC-3.3.II.B

KC-3.3.II.C

SUGGESTED SKILL

Contextualization

4.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
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UNIT

6

TOPIC 6.10

Causation in the Age 
of Industrialization

Required Course Content

LEARNING OBJECTIVE REVIEW: UNIT 6 KEY CONCEPTS
Unit 6: Learning Objective K KC-3.1

KC-3.1.I

KC-3.1.II

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.B
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UNIT

6

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 6: Learning Objective K

REVIEW: UNIT 6 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-3.2

KC-3.2.I

KC-3.2.II

KC-3.2.III

KC-3.3

KC-3.3.I

KC-3.3.II

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 6: Learning Objective K
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AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

UNIT  7

19th-Century 
Perspectives 
and Political 
Developments
c. 1815 to c. 1914

10–15%

~15

145145
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Personal Progress Check 7 

Multiple-choice: ~20 questions 
Short-answer: 2 questions

Free-response: 1 question
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UNIT AT A GLANCE

T
he

m
at

ic
 

Fo
cu

s

Topic
Reasoning 
Process Suggested Skill

Class Periods

~15 

7.1  Contextualizing 
19th-Century 
Perspectives and 
Political Developments

4.B

N
E

I

7.2 Nationalism 5.B

N
E

I, 
 

S
O

P

7.3  
Diplomatic Tensions

2.C

T
S

I

7.4  Darwinism, Social 
Darwinism

2.C

7.5  The Age of Progress 
and Modernity

5.A

19th-Century Perspectives 
and Political Developments
c. 1815 to c. 1914

UNIT

7 % ~15
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19th-Century Perspectives and Political Developments
UNIT

7
T

he
m

at
ic

 
Fo

cu
s

Topic
Reasoning 
Process Suggested Skill

Class Periods

~15 

IN
T,

 T
S

I

7.6  New Imperialism: 
Motivations and 
Methods

6.D

IN
T

7.7  Imperialism’s 5.B

C
ID

7.8  19th-Century Culture 
and Arts

4.B

7.9  Causation in 19th-Century 
Perspectives and Political 
Developments

1.B

Go to AP Classroom to assign the Personal Progress Check for Unit 7.
Review the results in class to identify and address any student misunderstandings.

UNIT AT A GLANCE 
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19th-Century Perspectives and Political Developments
UNIT

7

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Topic Sample Activity

1

2

3

4

Unit Planning Notes
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19th-Century Perspectives and Political Developments
UNIT

7

TOPIC 7.1

Contextualizing 
19th-Century Perspectives 
and Political 
Developments

Required Course Content

LEARNING OBJECTIVE PREVIEW: UNIT 7 KEY CONCEPTS
Unit 7: Learning Objective A KC-3.4

KC-3.4.II

KC-3.4.III

SUGGESTED SKILL

Contextualization

4.B
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19th-Century Perspectives and Political Developments
UNIT

7

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 7: Learning Objective A

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 7: Learning Objective A

PREVIEW: UNIT 7 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-3.5

KC-3.5.II

KC-3.6

KC-3.6.II
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19th-Century Perspectives and Political Developments
UNIT

7

TOPIC 7.2

Nationalism

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
NEI

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 7: Learning Objective B KC-3.3.I.F

KC-3.3.I.G

KC-3.4.II.B

KC-3.4.II.C

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
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19th-Century Perspectives and Political Developments
UNIT

7

TOPIC 7.3

and Diplomatic 
Tensions

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
NEI

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 7: Learning Objective C KC-3.4.II.A

KC-3.4.III.A

KC-3.4.III.B

SUGGESTED SKILL

Sourcing and 
Situation

2.C 

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
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19th-Century Perspectives and Political Developments
UNIT

7

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 7: Learning Objective D KC-3.4.III.C

KC-3.4.III.D

KC-3.4.III.E
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19th-Century Perspectives and Political Developments
UNIT

7

TOPIC 7.4

Darwinism, 
Social Darwinism

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
TSI

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 7: Learning Objective E KC-3.6.II.B

SUGGESTED SKILL

Sourcing and 
Situation

2.C
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19th-Century Perspectives and Political Developments
UNIT

7

TOPIC 7.5

The Age of Progress 
and Modernity

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
TSI

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 7: Learning Objective F KC-3.6.II.A

KC-3.6.III

KC-3.6.III.A

KC-3.6.III.B

KC-3.6.III.C

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.A

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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19th-Century Perspectives and Political Developments
UNIT

7

TOPIC 7.6

New Imperialism: 
Motivations and 
Methods

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
INT

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 7: Learning Objective G KC-3.5.I

KC-3.5.I.A

KC-3.5.I.B

IKC-3.5.I.C

SUGGESTED SKILL

Argumentation

6.D

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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19th-Century Perspectives and Political Developments
UNIT

7

THEMATIC FOCUS
TSI

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 7: Learning Objective H

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-3.5.II.A

KC-3.5.II.B

KC-3.5.II.C

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
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19th-Century Perspectives and Political Developments
UNIT

7

TOPIC 7.7

Imperialism’s 

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
INT

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 7: Learning Objective I KC-3.5.III

KC-3.5.III.A

KC-3.5.III.B

KC-3.5.III.C

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES 

AVAILABLE RESOURCES

159

© 2020 College Board



19th-Century Perspectives and Political Developments
UNIT

7

TOPIC 7.8

19th-Century 
Culture and Arts

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
CID

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 7: Learning Objective J KC-3.6.I

KC-3.6.I.A

KC-3.6.I.B

KC-3.6.II.D

SUGGESTED SKILL

Contextualization

4.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES 
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19th-Century Perspectives and Political Developments
UNIT

7
ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 7: Learning Objective J

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-3.6.III.D

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 7: Learning Objective J
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19th-Century Perspectives and Political Developments
UNIT

7

TOPIC 7.9

Causation in 
19th-Century 
Perspectives and 
Political Developments

Required Course Content

LEARNING OBJECTIVE REVIEW: UNIT 7 KEY CONCEPTS
Unit 7: Learning Objective K KC-3.4

KC-3.4.II

KC-3.4.III

SUGGESTED SKILL

Developments and 
Processes

1.B
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19th-Century Perspectives and Political Developments
UNIT

7

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 7: Learning Objective K

REVIEW: UNIT 7 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-3.5

KC-3.5.II

KC-3.6

KC-3.6.II

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 7: Learning Objective K
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AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

UNIT  8

20th-Century 

c. 1914 to present

10–15%

~15

165165
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Personal Progress Check 8 

Multiple-choice: ~25 questions 
Short-answer: 2 questions

Free-response: 1 question
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UNIT AT A GLANCE

T
he

m
at

ic
 

Fo
cu

s

Topic
Reasoning 
Process Suggested Skill

Class Periods

~15 

8.1  Contextualizing 
20th-Century Global 

5.B

S
O

P,
 T

S
I, 

 
IN

T

8.2  World War I 4.B

S
O

P

8.3  The Russian Revolution 1.B

8.4  Versailles Conference 
and Peace Settlement

2.C

EC
D 8.5  Global Economic Crisis 5.A

S
O

P,
  

EC
D 8.6  Fascism and 

Totalitarianism

2.B

S
O

P

8.7  Europe During the 
Interwar Period

5.B

c. 1914 to present

% ~15
UNIT

8

167
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UNIT

8

UNIT AT A GLANCE 

T
he

m
at

ic
 

Fo
cu

s

Topic
Reasoning 
Process Suggested Skill

Class Periods

~15 

T
S

I 8.8  World War II 4.B

N
E

I 8.9  3.D

C
ID

8.10  20th-Century Cultural, 
Intellectual, and 
Artistic Developments

6.B

8.11  Continuity and 
Changes in an Age of 

6.D

Go to AP Classroom to assign the Personal Progress Check for Unit 8.
Review the results in class to identify and address any student misunderstandings.
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UNIT

8

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Topic Sample Activity

1

2

3

4

Unit Planning Notes

169

© 2020 College Board



UNIT

8

TOPIC 8.1

Contextualizing 
20th-Century Global 

Required Course Content

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 8: Learning Objective A

PREVIEW: UNIT 8 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-4.1

KC-4.1.I

KC-4.1.II

KC-4.1.III

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.B
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UNIT

8

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 8: Learning Objective A

PREVIEW: UNIT 8 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-4.2

KC-4.3

KC-4.3.II

KC-4.4

KC-4.4.I

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 8: Learning Objective A
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UNIT

8

TOPIC 8.2

World War I

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 8: Learning Objective B KC-4.1.I

KC-4.1.I.A

SUGGESTED SKILL

Contextualization

4.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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UNIT

8

THEMATIC FOCUS
TSI

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 8: Learning Objective C KC-4.1.I.B

THEMATIC FOCUS
INT

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 8: Learning Objective D KC-4.1.I.C 

KC-4.1.I.D

KC-4.1.I.E

173

© 2020 College Board



UNIT

8

TOPIC 8.3

The Russian 
Revolution and 

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 8: Learning Objective E KC-4.2.I

KC-4.2.I.A

KC-4.2.I.B

KC-4.2.I.C

KC-4.2.I.D.i

SUGGESTED SKILL

Developments and 
Processes

1.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCE
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UNIT

8

TOPIC 8.4

Versailles Conference 
and Peace Settlement

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 8: Learning Objective F KC-4.1.II

KC-4.1.II.A

KC-4.1.II.B

KC-4.1.II.C

SUGGESTED SKILL

Sourcing and 
Situation

2.C

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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UNIT

8

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 8: Learning Objective F

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-4.1.VI.B

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 8: Learning Objective F
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UNIT

8

TOPIC 8.5

Global Economic  
Crisis

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
ECD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 8: Learning Objective G KC-4.2.III

KC-4.2.III.A

KC-4.2.III.B

KC-4.2.III.C

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.A

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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UNIT

8

TOPIC 8.6

Fascism and 
Totalitarianism

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 8: Learning Objective H KC-4.2.II

KC-4.2.II.A

KC-4.2.II.B

SUGGESTED SKILL

Sourcing and 
Situation

2.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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UNIT

8

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 8: Learning Objective H

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 8: Learning Objective H

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-4.2.II.C

KC-4.2.II.D

THEMATIC FOCUS
ECD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 8: Learning Objective I KC-4.2.I.D.

KC-4.2.I.E
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UNIT

8

TOPIC 8.7

Europe During the 
Interwar Period

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 8: Learning Objective J KC-4.1.III.A

KC-4.1.III

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCE
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UNIT

8

TOPIC 8.8

World War II

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
TSI

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 8: Learning Objective K KC-4.1.III.B

KC-4.1.III.C

KC-4.3.II.C

SUGGESTED SKILL

Contextualization

4.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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UNIT

8

TOPIC 8.9

The Holocaust

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
NEI

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 8: Learning Objective L KC-4.1.III.D

KC-4.4.I.B

SUGGESTED SKILL

Claims and Evidence 
in Sources

3.D

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
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UNIT

8

TOPIC 8.10

20th-Century Cultural, 
Intellectual, and 
Artistic Developments

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
CID

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 8: Learning Objective M KC-4.3.I.

KC-4.3.I.A

KC-4.3.II.A

KC-4.4.I.A

KC-4.4.II.A

SUGGESTED SKILL

Argumentation

6.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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UNIT

8

TOPIC 8.11

Continuity and 
Changes in an Age 

Required Course Content

LEARNING OBJECTIVE REVIEW: UNIT 8 KEY CONCEPTS
Unit 8: Learning Objective N KC-4.1

KC-4.1.I

KC-4.1.II

KC-4.1.III

SUGGESTED SKILL

Argumentation

6.D
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UNIT

8

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 8: Learning Objective N

REVIEW: UNIT 8 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-4.2

KC-4.3

KC-4.3.II

KC-4.4

KC-4.4.I

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 8: Learning Objective N
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AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

UNIT  9

Cold War and 
Contemporary 
Europe
c. 1914 to present

10–15%

~17

187187
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Personal Progress Check 9 

Multiple-choice: ~35 questions 
Short-answer: 2 questions

Free-response: 1 question
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UNIT AT A GLANCE

T
he

m
at

ic
 

Fo
cu

s

Topic
Reasoning 
Process Suggested Skill

Class Periods

~17 

9.1  Contextualizing Cold 
War and Contemporary 
Europe

4.B

EC
D 9.2 Rebuilding Europe 4.B

IN
T 9.3 The Cold War 1.B

EC
D 9.4  Two Super Powers 

Emerge

1.B

N
E

I

9.5  Postwar Nationalism, 

Atrocities

5.B

EC
D

9.6  Contemporary Western 
Democracies

2.C

S
O

P 9.7 The Fall of Communism 3.D

Cold War and 
Contemporary Europe
c. 1914 to present

UNIT

9 % ~17
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Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9 Cold War and Contemporary Europe

UNIT AT A GLANCE 

T
he

m
at

ic
 

Fo
cu

s

Topic
Reasoning 
Process Suggested Skill

Class Periods

~17 

S
C

D

9.8 20th-Century Feminism 2.C

IN
T

9.9 Decolonization 6.D

EC
D

,  
N

E
I 9.10 The European Union 3.B

S
C

D

9.11  Migration and 
Immigration

5.B

T
S

I

9.12 Technology 5.B

9.13 Globalization 4.B
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Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9Cold War and Contemporary Europe
T

he
m

at
ic

 
Fo

cu
s

Topic
Reasoning 
Process Suggested Skill

Class Periods

~17 

C
ID

9.14  20th- and 21st-Century 
Culture, Arts, and 
Demographic Trends

5.A

9.15  Continuity and 
Change in the 20th 
and 21st Centuries

6.D

Go to AP Classroom to assign the Personal Progress Check for Unit 9.
Review the results in class to identify and address any student misunderstandings.

UNIT AT A GLANCE 

191

© 2020 College Board



Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Topic Sample Activity

1

2

3

4

Unit Planning Notes
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Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

TOPIC 9.1

Contextualizing 
Cold War and 
Contemporary Europe

Required Course Content

LEARNING OBJECTIVE PREVIEW: UNIT 9 KEY CONCEPTS
Unit 9: Learning Objective A KC-4.1

KC-4.1.IV

KC-4.2

SUGGESTED SKILL

Contextualization

4.B
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Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

PREVIEW: UNIT 9 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-4.3

KC-4.3.I.ii

KC-4.4

KC-4.4.III

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 9: Learning Objective A

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 9: Learning Objective A
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Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

TOPIC 9.2

Rebuilding Europe

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
ECD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 9: Learning Objective B KC-4.2.IV.A

SUGGESTED SKILL

Contextualization

4.B
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Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

TOPIC 9.3

The Cold War

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
INT

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 9: Learning Objective C KC-4.1.IV.A

KC-4.1.IV.B

SUGGESTED SKILL

Developments and 
Processes

1.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCE

196

© 2020 College Board



Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

TOPIC 9.4

Two Super Powers  
Emerge

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
ECD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 9: Learning Objective D KC-4.1.IV.C

KC-4.1.IV.D

KC-4.2.V.A

SUGGESTED SKILL

Developments and 
Processes

1.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 9: Learning Objective D

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-4.2.V

KC-4.2.V.B

KC-4.2.V.D.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 9: Learning Objective D
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Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

TOPIC 9.5

Postwar Nationalism, 

Atrocities

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
NEI

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 9: Learning Objective E KC-4.1.V

KC-4.2.V.D.

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

TOPIC 9.6

Contemporary Western 
Democracies

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
ECD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 9: Learning Objective F KC-4.2.IV

KC-4.2.IV.B

SUGGESTED SKILL

Sourcing and 
Situation

2.C
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Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

TOPIC 9.7

The Fall of 
Communism

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SOP

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 9: Learning Objective G KC-4.2.V.C

KC-4.1.IV.E

SUGGESTED SKILL

Claims and Evidence 
in Sources

3.D

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCE
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Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

TOPIC 9.8

20th-Century 
Feminism

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SCD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 9: Learning Objective H KC-4.4.II

KC-4.4.II.B

KC-4.4.II.D

KC-4.4.II.E

SUGGESTED SKILL

Sourcing and 
Situation

2.C

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

TOPIC 9.9

Decolonization

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
INT

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 9: Learning Objective I KC-4.1.VI

KC-4.1.VI.A

KC-4.1.VI.C

SUGGESTED SKILL

Argumentation

6.D

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES

AVAILABLE RESOURCE
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Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

TOPIC 9.10

The European Union

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
ECD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 9: Learning Objective J KC-4.4.IV

KC-4.4.IV.A

SUGGESTED SKILL

Claims and Evidence 
in Sources

3.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

THEMATIC FOCUS
NEI

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 9: Learning Objective K KC-4.4.IV.B

205

© 2020 College Board



Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

TOPIC 9.11

Migration and 
Immigration

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
SCD

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 9: Learning Objective L KC-4.3.III.C

KC-4.4.III.D

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

TOPIC 9.12

Technology

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
TSI

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 9: Learning Objective M KC-4.3.II.B

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

TOPIC 9.13

Globalization

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
TSI

LEARNING OBJECTIVE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Unit 9: Learning Objective N KC-4.3.IV.C

KC-4.4.I.D

KC-4.4.III.A

SUGGESTED SKILL

Contextualization

4.B

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

TOPIC 9.14

20th- and 21st-Century 
Culture, Arts, and 
Demographic Trends

Required Course Content 

THEMATIC FOCUS
CID

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 9: Learning Objective O

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-4.3.I.B

KC-4.3.III

KC-4.3.III.A

KC-4.3.III.B

SUGGESTED SKILL

Making Connections

5.A

ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
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Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 9: Learning Objective O

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
KC-4.3.IV

KC-4.3.IV.A

KC-4.3.IV.B

KC-4.4.I.C

KC-4.4.II.C

KC-4.4.III.B

KC-4.4.III.C

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 9: Learning Objective O
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Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

TOPIC 9.15

Continuity and 
Change in the 20th 
and 21st Centuries

Required Course Content

LEARNING OBJECTIVE REVIEW: UNIT 9 KEY CONCEPTS
Unit 9: Learning Objective P KC-4.1

KC-4.1.IV

KC-4.1.V

KC-4.2

SUGGESTED SKILL

Argumentation

6.D
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Cold War and Contemporary Europe
UNIT

9

REVIEW: UNIT 9 KEY CONCEPTS
KC-4.3

KC-4.3.I.

KC-4.4

KC-4.4.III

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 9: Learning Objective P

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Unit 9: Learning Objective P
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AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

Instructional 
Approaches 





Selecting and Using 
Course Materials

Textbooks

Primary Sources

Secondary Sources

215

© 2020 College Board



Instructional Strategies

Strategy Purpose Example

Close Reading

Create 
Representations

Critique 
Reasoning

Debate
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Strategy Purpose Example

Discussion 
Groups

Fishbowl

Graphic 
Organizer

Guided 
Discussion
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Strategy Purpose Example

Jigsaw

Look for a 
Pattern

Making 
Connections

Match Claims 
and Evidence
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Strategy Purpose Example

Questioning a 
Source

Quickwrite

Self/Peer 
Revision

Socratic 
Seminar

Think- 
Pair-Share
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Developing Historical 
Thinking Skills
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historical developments and processes

Skill Tasks/Questions Sample Activity
Instructional 
Strategies

1.A Identify a 

historical concept, 

development, or 

process.

1.B Explain a 

historical concept, 

development, 

or process.
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situation of primary and secondary sources

Instructional 
StrategiesSkill Tasks/Questions Sample Activity

2.A Identify a source’s 

point of view, purpose, 

historical situation, 

and/or audience.

2.B Explain the point 

of view, purpose, 

historical situation, 

and/or audience of 

a source.

2.C Explain the 

source’s point of view, 

purpose, historical 

situation, and/or 

audience, including 

how these might limit 

the use(s) of a source.
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in primary and secondary sources

Instructional 
StrategiesSkill Tasks/Questions Sample Activity

3.A Identify and 

describe a claim 

and/or argument in a 

text-based or non-

text-based source.

3.B Identify the 

evidence used in a 

source to support 

an argument.

3.C Compare the 

arguments or main 

ideas of two sources.

3.D Explain 

how claims or 

evidence support, 

modify, or refute a 

source’s argument.
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historical events, developments, or processes

Skill Tasks/Questions Sample Activity
Instructional 
Strategies

4.A Identify and 

describe a historical 

historical development 

or process.

4.B Explain how a 

development or 

process is situated 

within a broader 

historical context.
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reasoning processes (comparison, causation,  
continuity and change), analyze patterns and  
connections between and among historical  
developments and processes

Instructional 
StrategiesSkill Tasks/Questions Sample Activity

5.A Identify patterns 

among or connections 

between historical 

developments 

and processes.
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Skill Tasks/Questions Sample Activity
Instructional 
Strategies

5.B Explain how a 

historical development 

or process relates to 

another historical 

development 

or process.
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Skill Tasks/Questions Sample Activity
Instructional 
Strategies

6.A Make a 

historically 

defensible claim.
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Skill Tasks/Questions Sample Activity
Instructional 
Strategies

6.B Support an 

argument using 

relevant evidence.

6.C Use historical 

reasoning to explain 

relationships 

among pieces of 

historical evidence.
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Skill Tasks/Questions Sample Activity
Instructional 
Strategies

6.D Corroborate, 

qualify, or modify 

an argument 

using diverse and 

alternative evidence 

in order to develop a 

complex argument. 

This argument might:
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Skill Tasks/Questions Sample Activity
Instructional 
Strategies
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Developing the 
Reasoning Processes

Reasoning 
Process Key Tasks Examples

Sample 
Instructional 
Strategies

Comparison
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Reasoning 
Process Key Tasks Examples

Sample 
Instructional 
Strategies

Causation

Continuity and 
Change
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AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

Exam 
Information





Exam Overview

The AP European History Exam assesses student understanding of the 

historical thinking skills and learning objectives outlined in the course 

framework. The exam is 3 hours and 15 minutes long and students are 

required to answer 55 multiple-choice questions, 3 short-answer questions, 

1 document-based question, and 1 long essay question. The details of the 

exam, including exam weighting and timing can be found below:

Section
Number of 
Questions

Exam 
WeightingQuestion Type Timing

I

Part A: Multiple-choice questions 55 40% 55 minutes

Part B: Short-answer questions 3 20% 40 minutes

Question 1: Secondary source(s)

Question 2: Primary source

Students select one:

Question 3: No stimulus

Question 4: No stimulus

II Free-response questions 2

Question 1: Document-based 25% 60 minutes 
(includes a 
15-minute 

reading period)

Students select one:

Question 2: Long essay

Question 3: Long essay

Question 4: Long essay

15% 40 minutes
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The exam assesses content from the seven course themes:

Theme 1: Interaction of Europe and the World

Theme 2: Economic and Commercial Developments

Theme 3: Cultural and Intellectual Developments

Theme 4: States and Other Institutions of Power

Theme 5: Social Organization and Development

Theme 6: National and European Identity

Theme 7:

Units Chronological Period* Exam Weighting

Unit 1: Renaissance and Exploration 10–15%
c. 1450 – c. 1648

Unit 2: Age of Reformation 10–15%

10–15%

10–15%

10–15%

10–15%

10–15%

10–15%

10–15%

Unit 3: Absolutism and Constitutionalism

Unit 4:
Political Developments c. 1648 – c.1815

c. 1815 – c. 1914

c. 1914 – present

Unit 5:
the Late 18th Century

Unit 6:

Unit 7: 19th-Century Perspectives and 
Political Developments

Unit 8:

Unit 9: Cold War and Contemporary Europe
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Section I

Section II
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LONG ESSAY QUESTION
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How Student Learning Is 
Assessed on the AP Exam

Historical 
Thinking Skill Multiple-Choice Questions Free-Response Questions

Skill 1: 
Developments 
and Processes

Skill 2: Sourcing 
and Situation

Skill 3: Claims 
and Evidence 
in Sources

Skill 4: 
Contextualization

Skill 5: Making 
Connections

Skill 6: 
Argumentation
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Task Verbs Used in 
the Free-Response 
Questions
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Sample Exam 
Questions

Section I
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Years Wages Wheat Prices

1491–1500 100 100

1500–1513 100  92

1514–1520

1521–1542

1544–1556

1561–1574

114 102

128 156

172 199

300 290

1580–1592 514 515

1594–1600 600 596
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Section II

QUESTION

Document 1
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Document 2

Document 3
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Document 4

Document 5

252

© 2020 College Board



Document 6

Document 7
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LONG ESSAY QUESTION
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Answer Key and Question  
Alignment to Course Framework

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

C

C

B

C

B

B

C

C

A

A

C

A

D

B

C

B

A

3.A

4.A

4.B

4.B

5.A

1.B

2.C

3.A

2.B

3.A

5.A

2.A

4.A

5.A

1.A

1.B

4.A

Unit 2: Learning Objective B

Unit 2: Learning Objective B

Unit 2: Learning Objective B

Unit 2: Learning Objective C

Unit 1: Learning Objective M

Unit 1: Learning Objective M

Unit 1: Learning Objective M

Unit 4: Learning Objective G

Unit 4: Learning Objective A

Unit 4: Learning Objective G

Unit 5: Learning Objective G

Unit 5: Learning Objective I

Unit 6: Learning Objective F

Unit 6: Learning Objective C

Unit 8: Learning Objective G

Unit 8: Learning Objective G

Unit 8: Learning Objective G

2 Unit 8: Learning Objective H

1 Document-
based

2 Long essay
NEI  

on AP Central.
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AP History Rubrics

Reporting Category Scoring Criteria Decision Rules

A. THESIS/CLAIM
(0–1 pt)

1 pt.

B. CONTEXTUALIZATION
(0–1 pt)

1 pt.
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Reporting Category Scoring Criteria Decision Rules

C. EVIDENCE
(0–3 pts)

1 pt. OR 2 pts.

1 pt.
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Reporting Category Scoring Criteria Decision Rules

D. ANALYSIS AND 
REASONING
(0–2 pts)

1 pt.

1 pt.

seven

four 
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AP History Long Essay 
Question Rubric

Reporting Category Scoring Criteria Decision Rules

A. THESIS/CLAIM
(0–1 pt)

1 pt.

B. CONTEXTUALIZATION 
(0–1 pt)

1 pt.

C. EVIDENCE
(0–2 pts)

1 pt. OR 2 pts.
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Reporting Category Scoring Criteria Decision Rules

D. ANALYSIS AND 
REASONING
(0–2 pts)

1 pt. OR 2 pts.

four
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AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

Scoring Guidelines 

Part B: Short-Answer Question with Primary Source  
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General Scoring Notes

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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Scoring Guidelines for Part B: Short-Answer Question  
with Primary Sources  3 points 

(a)

• 

• 

• 

1 point

(b)

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1 point

(c)

• 

• 

• 

1 point

Total for Part B (Question 1) 3 points

263



© 2020 College Board

Document-Based Question

Document 1
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Document 2

Document 3
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Document 4

Document 5
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Document 6

Document 7
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Long Essay Question 
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AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

Appendix:  
AP European History 
Concept Outline
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